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What is our View of The Child?What is our View of The Child?What is our View of The Child?What is our View of The Child?

““To the doctor the child is a typhoid patient; to theTo the doctor the child is a typhoid patient; to theTo the doctor, the child is a typhoid patient; to the To the doctor, the child is a typhoid patient; to the 
playground supervisor, a first baseman; to the playground supervisor, a first baseman; to the 
teacher, a learner of arithmetic. At times, he may teacher, a learner of arithmetic. At times, he may , , y, , y
be different things to each of these specialists, but be different things to each of these specialists, but 
too rarely is he a whole child to any of them.”too rarely is he a whole child to any of them.”

From the 1930 report of From the 1930 report of 
The White House Conference on Children and The White House Conference on Children and 

YouthYouth
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Are the Children Well?Are the Children Well?Are the Children Well?Are the Children Well?

Prevalence of Developmental Issues/issues Prevalence of Developmental Issues/issues 
l di t l bilit ?l di t l bilit ?leading to vulnerability?leading to vulnerability?
Number of children identified before school?Number of children identified before school?
Number of children in services?Number of children in services?

The Early Development The Early Development 
Imperative Imperative 33



Ontario's Enhanced 18 month well Ontario's Enhanced 18 month well 
baby visit Initiativebaby visit Initiative

Champion Dr Robin WilliamsChampion Dr Robin WilliamsChampion Dr Robin WilliamsChampion Dr Robin Williams
Trail Blazers in the Ontario College of Trail Blazers in the Ontario College of 
F il Ph i i J K ki D Li dF il Ph i i J K ki D Li dFamily Physicians, Jan Kasperski, Dr Linda Family Physicians, Jan Kasperski, Dr Linda 
Comley, Dr Pat MousmanisComley, Dr Pat Mousmanis
Family Physicians and Paediatricians Family Physicians and Paediatricians 
provide well child care and immunizations to provide well child care and immunizations to 
majority of children 0majority of children 0--22
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Enhanced 18 Month WellEnhanced 18 Month Well--Baby VisitBaby Visit
www children gov on cawww children gov on cawww.children.gov.on.cawww.children.gov.on.ca

The Enhanced 18 Month WellThe Enhanced 18 Month Well--Baby Visit initiative refers to:Baby Visit initiative refers to:

1.   A consistent, focused, developmental 1.   A consistent, focused, developmental review review and and 
evaluationevaluation at 18 months of age completed by a primary at 18 months of age completed by a primary 
health care provider in collaboration with parentshealth care provider in collaboration with parents. . 

2. The use of2. The use of standardized assessment toolsstandardized assessment tools. These tools include:. These tools include:2.  The use of 2.  The use of standardized assessment toolsstandardized assessment tools.  These tools include: .  These tools include: 
Nipissing District Developmental Screen™ (NDDS™) Nipissing District Developmental Screen™ (NDDS™) 
www.ndds.cawww.ndds.ca

Rourke Baby Record (RBR)  Rourke Baby Record (RBR)  
www.rourkebabyrecord.cawww.rourkebabyrecord.ca

Mi i t f Child d Y th S i
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Enhanced 18 Month WellEnhanced 18 Month Well--Baby Visit Baby Visit 

3.   A process to: 3.   A process to: pp
Support discussions with parents on healthy child Support discussions with parents on healthy child 
development;development;
Provide information on parenting andProvide information on parenting andProvide information on parenting and Provide information on parenting and 
community programscommunity programs that promote healthy child that promote healthy child 
development and early learning; and development and early learning; and 
When needed,When needed, provide referralsprovide referrals to specializedto specializedWhen needed, When needed, provide referralsprovide referrals to specialized to specialized 
community services for those children identified community services for those children identified 
with potential issues, needs and risks.with potential issues, needs and risks.

4.A 4.A measurementmeasurement and and evaluationevaluation component component 
that tracks how 18 month old children are doing. that tracks how 18 month old children are doing. 

Mi i t f Child d Y th S i
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Initiative DesignInitiative Design

Province 
Education/Information  

(MCYS) 

DEVELOPMENT AND 

DESIGN
SUPPORTING DELIVERY ENHANCED 18 MONTH WELL-BABY VISIT 

Health 
ProfessionalsResponsible for the design,

funding and overall
management of the Enhanced
18 Month Well-Baby Visit.  

C l t d b h lth

( )
Academic and physician 
detailing including an electronic 
format that provides a platform 
for providing education and its 
information on the initiative and 
tools to health professionals

Families and 
ChildCompleted by a health 

professional in collaboration
with parents the initiative is 
based on:
1)        Use of standardized 

tools
2)        Discussion with parents 2)        Discussion with parents 

t id i f tit id i f ti

tools to health professionals
and families to support service 
delivery. Responsible for 

delivering the visit 
in accordance with 
the direction 
provided by the 

Children 

ASSESSMENT

Key partner in 
overall process 
by completing 
the Nipissing 
District

Tools to Support 
Delivery of the Visitto provide information to provide information 

and make referrals as and make referrals as 
neededneeded

3)        Measurement and 3)        Measurement and 
evaluation componentevaluation component

Program Management 
MCYS (corporate) is 

ibl f i ht d

p y
province.

Based on results of 
assessments, 
responsible for 
f ilit ti f l

District 
Development 
Screen. 

Delivery of the Visit
• NDDS™, Pictorial NDDS,   

e-NDDS;
• RBR, e-RBR;
• 18 month clinical report;
• Early Child Development and

Parenting Resource 
S t (ECDPRS) thresponsible for oversight and 

ensuring that health 
professionals and families are 
using the tools effectively and 
appropriately.

Through its fee code system, 

Funded Physician Remuneration 

Fee Code (MOHLTC)

facilitating referrals 
and links to 
community 
services. 

SERVICE DATA

System (ECDPRS) pathway.
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ComponentsComponentsComponentsComponents
EducationEducation-- Offord Centre TPA physician (PCP)Offord Centre TPA physician (PCP)EducationEducation ,Offord Centre TPA, physician (PCP) ,Offord Centre TPA, physician (PCP) 
education, web portal, medical and nursing school education, web portal, medical and nursing school 
educationeducation
Standardized ToolsStandardized Tools-- NDDS license, validation NDDS license, validation 
work, Pictorial, updates, eRBR ,eNDDS planningwork, Pictorial, updates, eRBR ,eNDDS planning

•• Community PartnershipsCommunity Partnerships ECDPRSECDPRS manymany•• Community PartnershipsCommunity Partnerships-- ECDPRSECDPRS-- many many 
communities developing ‘Check it out”, DEIPP communities developing ‘Check it out”, DEIPP 
clinics Haltonclinics Halton
Physician RemunerationPhysician Remuneration-- new fee codenew fee code
Data CollectionData Collection
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Early Child Development and Parenting Resource System - Ontario 

Areas of concernAreas of concern 
Parent/family issues Social emotional Communication skills Motor skills

Adaptive skills Sensory impairment (problems with vision or hearing)
Need for additional assessment (more than one developmental area affected)

Universal
Screening

Parents Central ‘HUB’ Number
Children’s Services 0-6 Years

Ontario Early Years Centre

Primary 
Concern

Hearing/Speech/Language Motor/Vision/Cognitive/Self-help Skills Social/Emotional/Behavioural
/Mental health/High-risk family

• Infant Hearing Program  
P h l S h L S i

• Paediatrician
• Developmental Paediatrician
• Child Development Specialized Assessment Team
• Children’s Treatment Centre

Infant De elopment Program

Intervention/
Treatment

• Preschool Speech Language Services
• Specialized medical services 

(e.g. otolaryngology)
• Services for the deaf and hard of hearing
• Services for speech and 
language concerns

• Infant Development Program
• Blind Low Vision Program
• Specialized medical services (e.g. ophthalmology)
• Services for the blind and visually impaired
• Services for physical and developmental disabilities
• Specialized Childcare programming
• Community Care Access Centre (CCAC)

• Children’s Mental Health Services
• Infant Development Program
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CITY OF HAMILTON 
Early Childhood and Parenting ResourcesEarly Childhood and Parenting Resources

Direct 
Referral
Direct 
Referral
Direct 
Referral
Direct 
Referral

Well Baby/Nipissing/Rourke

Health Connections
Public Health Services

905 546 3550

De Dwa Da Dehs Nyes
Aboriginal Health Centre

905-544-4320

Centre de Sante Communautaire 
Hamilton

Francophone Health Centre

Ontario Early Years Centres
(OEYC)

(905) 521-0926

Prenatal Postpartum              Parenting Early Child Development Nutrition                Safety 
Attachment          Literacy Behaviour Recreation/Play Groups              Transition to School      

Mental Health                                                         Cultural Services                         Social Supports Referrals 

905-546-3550 905-544-4320 p
905-528-9196

(905) 521-0926

Generalized Delay and/or Developmental Concern

Primary Presenting ConcernPrimary Presenting Concern

Preschool 
Speech 

and
Language

Social 
Emotional

Behavioural

Fine and Gross Motor 
Visual and Auditory 

Attention and Memory 
Self-Help Skills

ParentingNutritionHearingVision

Clinical Services

Optometry
Ophthalmology

Community 
Parent 

Education 
Programs

Contact 
Hamilton for 

Children’s and 
Developmental 

Hamilton Health Sciences
McMaster Children’s 

Hospital
Developmental Pediatrics

Early Words McMaster 
Children’s 
Hospital

Children’s 

St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare

Hamilton 

Contact 
Hamilton for 

Children’s and 
Developmental 

Optometry
Ophthalmology

Community 
Parent 

Education 
Programs

Hamilton Health Sciences
McMaster Children’s 

Hospital
Developmental Pediatrics

Early Words McMaster 
Children’s 
Hospital

Children’s 

St. Joseph’s 
Healthcare

Hamilton 

Clinical Services
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Call Contact 
phone numbers 

listed above

Services
Developmental Pediatrics 

and Rehabilitation Exercise and 
Nutrition Centre

Health 
Sciences 
Audiology

ServicesCall Contact 
phone numbers 

listed above

Developmental Pediatrics 
and Rehabilitation Exercise and 

Nutrition Centre
Health 

Sciences 
Audiology



18 Month Visit Developmental Flow Chart18 Month Visit Developmental Flow Chart
Office Visit –

Nipissing Screen: Parent
Rourke Record 

Normal –
All “yes” checks on the age

Use the Rourke Record to 
determine areas of difficulty

All yes  checks on the age 
appropriate screening sheet

OEYC
Parenting –
Community 

Program

24 months –
Repeat 

surveillance

Nipissing Screen – 1 or more no’s or 
other developmental concerns

Symptoms of social 
difficulty/autism

Program

Speech and language delay / 
difficulty only

Delay with motor development
+

Global Developmental delay

Social/ Emotional
Parent And Family Issues

- CHAT
- Refer for Paediatric assessment
- Early intervention (Infant Development Program)
- Speech and Language

C ti t it l l

- Speech and Language 
- Early intervention (Infant 
Development Program)
- Continue to monitor closely

- Paediatric assessment
- Early intervention (Infant Development 
Program)
- Children’s Treatment Centre or  Developmental 
Paediatrician

-Children’s Mental Health 
Services
-Healthy Babies Healthy 
Children
-Infant Development

- Continue to monitor closely
- Preschool Autism Services

Community Team works collaboratively:
Physicians, Infant Development Program, Healthy Babies, 
Healthy Children initiative, Speech & Language Services, 

Paediatrician
- Ongoing Healthy Babies, Healthy Children 
Programs & other family resources

Infant Development 
Program
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Imperative Imperative 1111

Prepared by: Elizabeth Thompson, Tara Kennedy, Wendy Roberts, Nadia Hall, Steven Cohen and Rhonda Schwartz

Children’s Treatment Centre, Preschool Autism Services



Preschool Speech and Language Wait Times Since Preschool Speech and Language Wait Times Since 
19991999
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Measurement Tool….Measurement Tool….
Let the Games Begin!!Let the Games Begin!!

STRUCTURE/PLATFORM:STRUCTURE/PLATFORM:STRUCTURE/PLATFORM:STRUCTURE/PLATFORM:
Can we use what the PCP are already doing at the Can we use what the PCP are already doing at the 
assessment visit?assessment visit?
H th d b i l t d?H th d b i l t d?How are the records being completed?How are the records being completed?
Which fields can be abstracted and which measure Which fields can be abstracted and which measure 
variance in child development?variance in child development?--Physical, Physical, 
language/cognitive, social/emotionallanguage/cognitive, social/emotional
Can they be converted into simple valid scales?Can they be converted into simple valid scales?
What other feasibleWhat other feasible--toto--collect items would have a highcollect items would have a highWhat other, feasibleWhat other, feasible--toto--collect items would have a high collect items would have a high 
probability of increasing its validity? Eg # health visits, HS probability of increasing its validity? Eg # health visits, HS 
completion, contact with child welfare, maternal depressioncompletion, contact with child welfare, maternal depression
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Stay Tuned!Stay Tuned!Stay Tuned!Stay Tuned!

clintonj@mcmaster.caclintonj@mcmaster.ca
www.offordcentre.comwww.offordcentre.comwww.offordcentre.comwww.offordcentre.com
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